Econ 182  Microeconomics Spring 2016
 Syllabus 

Professor:  Dr. Monica Cherry



Office: 201a Fronczak Hall 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday  12-1:45

Email:  MCherry2@buffalo.edu
Please email me if you can not make this time and 
We can arrange a different time.

Communication:  I am not on campus MWF.  If you need to get in touch with me the best way to communicate with me is to send me an email.    If you can not make the times above or the times of the TA please let me know and we’ll set up a different time.

Course Description:: This course will focus on how society makes choices in dealing with the economic problem which is simply that there are not enough resources to satisfy wants and desires.  Because of the scarcity of resources in society, societies must find ways to best distribute resources and produce the necessary goods.  We will examine different methods of how society has tried to solve this problem.  We will then focus primarily on the market mechanism of resources allocation. However, we will also see what happens to the market when the government tries to play a role in the distribution of resources.  Throughout the semester we will study how households and firms make choices to best allocate the resources available to them.  
Text: Principles of Microeconomics, by N. Gregory Mankiw 7th edition.  (you do not have to purchase this book since you will have access to an e-book when you buy Aplia)  (However some students may prefer to have the traditional book but it’s up to you.)
You are required to purchase Aplia!  (You must register for this right away although you don’t have to pay for it until  February 14th   Please see the information on the last two pages to see how to purchase and register for aplia
THE APLIA PROBLEM SETS:  This is worth 15% of your grade so be sure that you keep up with it as much as possible!!!  You should use this as a learning tool and not just do it to get it done!!
Students will be accessing Aplia online throughout the semester in order to submit the required problem sets.

Graded Problem Sets: These must be submitted and will be counted towards the grade. Upon completion of a page of questions, students have two options: they can save their work and continue on to the next page of questions (the way Aplia problem sets have traditionally worked), or they can request immediate feedback by clicking “Grade It Now.” This will display which questions on the page were answered correctly and incorrectly, with detailed explanations for each question.  If students are happy with their scores, they can continue on to the next page of questions in the problem set. If they think they can improve their score after reading the feedback, they can make another attempt by clicking the “Try Another Version” button. This allows students to attempt a new page of questions covering the same concept, but using different examples and/or numbers.

Students can attempt a given page of questions up to three times. The final score reported in the gradebook will be an average of the points received on each attempt unless you score lower on a later attempt.  If the later attempt is lower than a previous attempt it will not hurt your score. Thus you will not be punished for doing it again!   By making their score an average of each attempt, students are motivated to give each attempt their best shot, rather than

blindly guessing until they receive a satisfactory score.

Note that since the immediate feedback is now given in the context of the graded problem set, there is no longer a need for separate practice and
When you register and access Aplia, you will see that each chapter DUE DATE OF PROBLEM SETS: The due date and time are already set in the Aplia website. It is very important to remember the following rule:
	Aplia does not allow for late submissions. It will reject your submission even if you are a second late. For example, if the problem set is due at 11:00 p.m. and you submit it at 11:00:02 p.m. (two seconds late), it will reject it.  Any student who is late or who has not submitted the problem set will automatically receive a zero. The answers will be displayed immediately after the deadline. So please arrange to submit it in advance and not wait for the last minute.  


In general, the due dates are on either on Monday at 11 pm or Thursday  at 11pm.

To account for any personal emergencies or computer problems, each student will get the benefit of dropping four problem sets. That is, at the end, the lowest four grades of all problem sets will be dropped, so if you missed a problem set and received a zero, the zero will not be counted. Please save this provision only in case of extreme situations, and do not abuse this to avoid submitting the last problem set. Submit all the problem sets as required.

UB Learns
Please make sure to check UB learns regularly for announcements, reminders, e-mails, and other issues regarding the course.

Notes:  Notes will be posted on UBlearns before class.  You should print them out before coming to class.  It is very important that you try to learn the material when you are writing the notes down.  There is no point coming to class if all you are going to do is copy what I write down.  You can get the notes from the book as well.
Recitation:  Attending recitation is not required.  During recitation the T.A. will go over any questions regarding Aplia and additional multiple choice questions that will be helpful to review for the midterm.  
You are welcome to go to any of the available recitations.  However, it is important that you stay registered for the one that you initially signed up for.

B3
Tuesday 5:00PM-5:50PM

Frnczk 422

B1
Tuesday 5:30PM – 6:20 PM

NSC 222

B6
Tuesday 6:00PM-6:50PM

Knox 14

B2  
Thursday 4:00PM – 4:50PM

NSC 222

B4 
Friday 10:00AM-10:50AM

Frnczk 422

B5
Friday 2:00PM-2:50PM

Knox 04

The grade that you receive for recitation will be the same grade that you receive in the course.

Exams:  There will be 3 exams and a cumulative final.  You will be allowed to drop your lowest grade from the three exams.  If you miss an exam this will be the exam that you drop.  Absolutely no make up exams will be given.  However, even if you do decide to not take an exam it is important to note that you must still learn the exam as the final will be cumulative!!  

Exams will be all multiple choice questions.

Exam I  - Tuesday February 23rd
Exam II  - Tuesday March 29th
Exam III – Tuesday April 26th
Final Exam  - Tuesday May 10th   3:30 – 6:30  Location to be announced.
****If you are more than 15 minutes late to the exam you will get a zero!!
Grading: 
Aplia:  15%


Exams:  50%



Final:  35%

If you get As on all three midterms and have a high grade in Aplia there is a chance that you will be exempt from the final.  Students will be notified of this decision on Tuesday May 3rd.

Cheating Policy 

· Cheating is a very serious offense and will be treated as such.   Since this class is graded on a curve, it is unfair to everyone in the class if you cheat.  

· Cheating in this class includes, looking on someone else’s test, talking during an exam, bringing in a cheat sheet, using your cell phone, or trying to pass someone else’s exam as your own..

· If you are caught cheating you will automatically fail the class and I will be sure that you can not drop the class and that in addition you will get a mark on your transcript.

· If you witness cheating, you are encouraged to tell me or a TA.  If other students cheat this will bring up the curve and make it more difficult to get a good grade.

Course Outline: (this is only tentative)

Part I.  Introduction to Economics

Chapter 2 Thinking Like an Economist

Chapter 3 Interdependence and the Gains from Trade

Part II.  Supply and Demand 1:  How Markets Work
Chapter 4  The Market Forces of Supply and Demand

Chapter 5 Elasticity and Its Application

Chapter 6 Supply, Demand, and Government Policies
***Exam I***

Part III  Supply and Demand II Markets and Welfare

Chapter 7 Consumers, Producers and the Efficiency of Markets


Chapter 8  Application: The Costs of Taxation


Chapter 9  Application: International Trade

Part 4 The Economics of the Public Sector
Chapter 10 Externalities


Chapter 11 Public Goods and Common Resources
Chapter 21 The Theory of Consumer Choice


         ***Exam II***

Part 5 Firm Behavior and The Organization of Industry


Chapter 13 The Costs of Production

Chapter 14 Firms in Competitive Markets


Chapter 15 Monopoly


Chapter 16 Oligopoly


Chapter 17 Monopolistic Competition


           ***Exam III***

Part 6  The Economics of Labor Markets

Chapter 19 Earnings and Discrimination

How to access your Aplia course

ECO 182 - Intro to Microeconomics - Spring 2016

Instructor: Monica Cherry
Start Date: 01/25/2016

What is Aplia?
In just 10 years, more than one billion answers have been submitted through Aplia, the premier online assignment solution. Millions of students use Aplia to better prepare for class and for their exams. Join them today!

Registration
1. Connect to http://login.cengagebrain.com/course/LDBF-Z82S-5J7Y
2. Follow the prompts to register for your Aplia course.

Payment

After registering for your course, you will need to pay for access using one of the options below:
Online: You can pay online using a credit or debit card, or PayPal.  (you can find link for discounted rate on ublearns!)

Bookstore: You may be able to purchase access to Aplia at your bookstore. Check with the bookstore to find out what they offer for your course.

Free Trial: You can access Aplia until 11:59 PM on 02/14/2016 during your free trial. After the free trial ends you will be required to pay for access.

Please note:  At the end of the free trial period, your course access will be suspended until your payment has been made.  All your scores and course activity will be saved and will be available to you after you pay for access.

If you already registered an access code or bought Aplia online, the course key to register for this course

is: LDBF-Z82S-5J7Y


System Check
To check whether your computer meets the requirements for using Aplia, go to 
http://www.aplia.com/support/config.jsp
